TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting, July 16, 2013, 6:30 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES - Draft
Present:  Chair Cindy Rooth, Jamie Bell, James Gooch and Dan Tegolini.  
Also Present:  Town Manager Michael Maniscalco, Recording Clerk Jennifer Carducci and members of the public. 
1.  Call to Order
This regular meeting of the East Hampton Economic Development Commission was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by chair Cindy Rooth.  

2.  Approval of Minutes:  June 18, 2013 Regular Meeting

A motion was made by Mr. Gooch to accept the minutes of the June 18, 2013 regular meeting as presented, seconded by Ms. Bell, Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0; motion passed. 

3.  Public Comments – None 
4.  Town Manager Report 
Town Manager Maniscalco reported:

· The CPACE Program; brought to Clean Energy Task Force and then to Town Council who passed it.
· Ribbon Cutting was held for the Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS).
· Town is interviewing new labor attorneys.
· S & P Meeting tomorrow for bonding package.  
5.  Presentation 
a.  Project Overview and Assessment Deferral Application – Steve Motto 

Steve Motto, Dream Developers was present to address the Commission.  This project was approved 6-6-12 by Planning and Zoning.  He is looking to start Phase I (commercial and forty apartments in back) in September and is looking for a Phase I tax deferral.  Mr. Motto shared the master plan and explained.  Phase I is the most expensive site package for the developer. This project will bring approximately six hundred new residents to Town with 220 housing units.  The retail will look like a “mini Blueback Square”/walkable retail (similar to the area of Plan B in Glastonbury).  After a lengthy discussion, the Commission decided to have a special meeting on 7-30-13 at 6:30, location to be determined to consider this application more thoroughly.   

A motion was made by Mr. Gooch to table this application for tonight and discuss it further at a special meeting of the EDC to be held on Tuesday, July 30, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. (location to be determined) and at which time a vote occur; seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote: Yes:  4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

It was noted that the Exhibits are missing from this deferral application.  It was the opinion of the applicant that the tax assessor was to prepare that form (will be requested for the next meeting).  
6.  Old Business

a.  Discussion and Recommendation of Draft Assessment Deferral Ordinance
A motion was made by Mr. Gooch to take item 7a. out of order, at this time, seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote: Yes: 0; No.0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  
7.  New Business
a.   13 Summit Street Discussion with Brownfields Redevelopment Agency 
Town Manager Maniscalco gave an overview of this item for the Commission and the members of the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency in the audience (Chair Cindy Karlson, members Scott Bristol, Dan Wolfram and William DeMore).  Mr. Zahavi,. Owner of 13 Summit Street has requested the excess water from the Village water system; approximately 7,000 gallons.  To gain access, process would have to go through P & Z, Chatham Health, WPCA and Town Manager.  The Town Manager explained he has not yet made a decision; and would like to obtain input from EDC and Brownfields Redevelopment.  Mr. Zahavi was present to explain he is requesting 6,625 gallons of the Town’s (excess) water in order to proceed with this project.  If he doesn’t get this water, his project cannot go forward.  This site was identified as a potentially impaired property that has been underutilized.  Scott Bristol from Brownfields Redevelopment spoke of the sanitary radius, average gallons per daily/maximum month requirements of the DPH/State, peak demand, etc.  If this water is used by this project, it would not be available for any other project or unforeseen needs.  Future projects will need a water source beyond this amount; discussions ensued regarding the failed Town wide water project referendum failure several years ago.  Concern was raised that if construction of Mr. Zahavi’s project was held up for any reason, the water would be held up for an unknown amount of time.  Mr. Zahavi stated he could finish the demo and building within a year.  He stated that this project could not be accomplished in phases.  
Commission members and Brownfield Redevelopment members gave their thoughts on the water situation; all were in agreement that the area is stagnant; water must be brought in to improve the economic status of the area. This project or the next could be the one/ones that bring the necessity of an additional water source to light.  
6.  Old Business

a.  Discussion and Recommendation of Draft Assessment Deferral Ordinance
(See Attachment #4.) 

The committee working on the draft brought the document forward for discussion.  The next step is to forward this draft document to the Town Council for their first read and feedback.  Town Manager Maniscalco can present, Chair Rooth will also attend.  The Town Council would then send it to a Town Meeting.  The document will be reviewed by the Town Attorney.  
Changes are:  Section E; paragraph 2 (remove “the First Selectmen” and end the sentence after “written agreement.  

A motion was made by Mr. Gooch to approve the draft Assessment Deferral Ordinance and send the draft document to the Town Council for their review as amended during this meeting; seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote: Yes:  4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

b.  Business of the Month Sign
A motion was made by Ms. Bell to table this item until the August 2013 meeting; seconded by Mr. Tegolini, Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  .  
C.  EDC Budget Update

A short discussion ensued regarding this year’s budget.  Town Manager Maniscalco will request a review of the budget and that the budget updates be sent by the Finance Department to the members by email.
8.  Discussion of Specialty Work Groups
1. Business Retention

2. Business Development

3. Policy Review

4. Quality of Life 

Mr. Gooch made a motion the discussion regarding Specialty Work Groups be tabled until the next meeting, seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.   

8. Public Comments 
Mr. Gooch asked regarding the two communications (Attachment #4 and Attachment #5).  

Motion was made that the Commission review the two letters on the table and vote to pass them off to the Town Manager, seconded by Mr. Tegolini; Vote: Yes: 4, No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

Planning and Zoning liaison stated the work the Commission has done on the Assessment Deferral Ordinance is an incredible step forward.  
9  Adjournment
There being no further business to be conducted, a motion was made by Mr. Gooch to adjourn this regular meeting, seconded by Ms. Bell.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Clerk                                                                              
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